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ment that ever existed since the Jewish Theocracy, in this the 
most innocent, the most honourable, and most successful of all 
their undertakings, have been branded with undiscriminating 
censure. They have been accused of ambition and avarice ; of 
ambition in establishing a government which would admit no 
strangers within its territories, and which it was pretended 
(although their subsequent conduct amply disproves the charge) 
they wished to render independent of the mother country ; 
of avarice in selecting the richest countries for the scene of their 
labours, and in seeking to enrich themselves by assuming the 
commercial character. But in settling in Paraguay the Jesuits 
could hardly be influenced by this motive,—it was a service of 
considerable danger, in which they must necessarily be subject 
to great privations and hardships, and there were neither mines 
of gold nor mines of silver within their province. It is true that 
they acted as the factors of one, and only one part of their sub- 
jects, established a depot for their merchandize at Lisbon, and 
made the productions of the province contribute to its own 
security, and, perhaps, to the power of the order; but the his- 
tory of this once happy and since ill-fated government 
deserves a paper to itself; and we shall close the present article 
with one more observation—namely, that assuming that this 
charge be correct—that the Jesuits were intent on increasing the 
wealth of their order, they conferred peace and happiness and 
security on their subjects in return for it; whilst the other 
governors of the new world, having the same object, and 
realizing immense treasures, gave in exchange oppression, 
misery, and death. 
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